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Whereas, Kershal Zehnder was a supportive 

team player; and 
Whereas, Kershal Zehnder always displayed 

sportsmanship on and off of the court; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That along with his friends, fam-
ily, and the residents of the 18th Congres-
sional District, I congratulate Kershal Zehnder 
on winning the Ohio Division IV State Basket-
ball Championship. We recognize the tremen-
dous hard work and sportsmanship he has 
demonstrated during the 2007–2008 basket-
ball season. 
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QUIANNE HOLMES 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 17, 2008 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Quianne 
Holmes, who has received the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Quianne Holmes is a senior at Wheat Ridge 
High School and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Quianne 
Holmes is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential that students at 
all levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic that will guide 
them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Quianne Holmes for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth award. I have no doubt she will exhibit 
the same dedication she has shown in her 
high school career to her college career and 
future accomplishments. 
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JUBILEE ACT FOR RESPONSIBLE 
LENDING AND EXPANDED DEBT 
CANCELLATION OF 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 16, 2008 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2634) to provide 
for greater responsibility in lending and ex-
panded cancellation of debts owed to the 
United States and the international finan-
cial institutions by low-income countries, 
and for other purposes: 

Mr. CARSON. Mr. Chairman, I rise in strong 
support of H.R. 2634, the Jubilee Act. This bill 
seeks to help those struggling under the most 
grievous economic circumstances abroad. It 
reflects a strong bipartisan effort to assist in 
full debt cancellation for 24 of the world’s 
poorest countries. 

Under this bill, introduced by Congress-
woman WATERS, debt relief would be ex-
tended to countries not currently eligible under 
the IMF’s Heavily Indebted Poor Countries 
program. Nine of these countries would re-
ceive immediate assistance under this act 
while the remaining countries would have to 

meet stringent standards in order to receive 
the forgiveness. 

These standards would ensure countries re-
ceiving assistance do not acquire new debt or 
encourage bad actors within their government. 
Countries would not be eligible for assistance 
if they lack transparency in their budget, com-
mit human rights violations, support inter-
national terrorism, have excessive levels of 
military funding, or fail to cooperate on inter-
national narcotics control issues. The bill fur-
ther provides that external financing needs of 
these countries are met through grants rather 
than loans to prevent them from falling victim 
to exploitive lending in the future. 

Debt relief for the most severely disadvan-
taged throughout the world concerns us all as 
global citizens and numerous constituents in 
my district have reached out to me expressing 
their overwhelming support for this compas-
sionate bill. I am proud to be a member of the 
committee that passed this bill with a favor-
able recommendation and of this House which 
has moved this legislation today. H.R. 2634 
helps our world’s neediest individuals, many of 
which have suffered under repressive regimes, 
move forward and use their countries’ future 
capital on important economic growth activities 
and health care. 
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JUBILEE ACT FOR RESPONSIBLE 
LENDING AND EXPANDED DEBT 
CANCELLATION OF 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 16, 2008 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2634) to provide 
for greater responsibility in lending and ex-
panded cancellation of debts owed to the 
United States and the international finan-
cial institutions by low-income countries, 
and for other purposes: 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Chairman, I rise today in sup-
port of the Hastings amendment to H.R. 2634 
which expresses the sense of Congress that 
Haiti’s debts should be immediately forgiven. 
This amendment seeks to empower a nation 
that has endured a turbulent past and has 
fought courageously to achieve a relative 
measure of stability. 

As the world has experienced a 40 percent 
rise in global food prices since mid–2007, 
Haiti, the poorest country in the Western 
Hemisphere, has keenly felt this increase on a 
greater scale. Eighty percent of Haiti’s popu-
lation lives on less than $2 a day. The cost of 
staple foods which Haiti’s economy depends 
on, such as rice, beans, fruit, and condensed 
milk, has gone up 50 percent in the past year. 

The high cost of food in Haiti has led to 
anti-government protests and riots, in which at 
least 5 people have died and 40 people have 
been wounded. These extreme reactions to 
the humanitarian crisis will jeopardize Haiti’s 
security and the capacity of its democratic in-
stitutions to govern effectively. To put it sim-
ply, Haiti’s democracy cannot survive if it is 
unable to ensure that its people have access 
to basic food commodities at a reasonable 
price. 

The Hastings amendment reinforces the 
point that Haiti is scheduled to send 

$48,700,000 in debt payments to multilateral 
financial institutions in 2008—money that 
could be better spent on providing for its peo-
ple. 

In light of this devastating global food crisis 
and the crisis in Haiti, we must urge the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to do all that he can to 
expedite the complete and immediate 
cancelation of Haiti’s debts to all international 
financial institutions. 

This is a reasonable amendment that re-
sponds to an urgent need, and I urge my col-
leagues to support it. 
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THE 125TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
NATIONAL CRITTENTON FOUNDA-
TION 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 17, 2008 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me today 
in celebrating the 125th Anniversary of the Na-
tional Crittenton Foundation, an organization 
that supports empowerment, self-sufficiency, 
and an end to cycles of destructive behaviors 
and relationships for at-risk and system-in-
volved girls, young women and their families. 

On this historic occasion, I am particularly 
honored to recognize the ongoing contribution 
of one of the leading members of the Founda-
tion’s Family of Agencies, DePelchin Chil-
dren’s Center in Houston, which proudly 
serves my home district and other children 
and families from across Texas. 

DePelchin Children’s Center has strong 
roots in our community. More than 120 years 
ago, Charles Crittenton, the well-known Amer-
ican philanthropist, visited Houston and in-
spired a group of local activists to establish 
one of the country’s first maternity homes, a 
refuge for young unmarried mothers. In re-
sponse to changing community needs, the 
Crittenton Home significantly expanded its 
services over the years, merging with 
DePelchin Children’s Center in 1983. 

Recognizing that a child’s needs are best 
met in a family environment, DePelchin Chil-
dren’s Center strives to strengthen the lives of 
children and families by providing a continuum 
of services to prevent and resolve social and 
emotional crises. Each year, the agency pro-
vides more than 30 programs for over 26,000 
vulnerable children and families each year in 
multiple locations in Harris, Montgomery, 
Brazoria, Galveston, Fort Bend and Waller 
counties. In addition to teen parenting and 
independent living services, DePelchin offers 
foster care, adoption, prevention, residential, 
and an array of other services designed to 
meet its clients’ complex needs. 

The unique partnership between DePelchin 
Children’s Center and The National Crittenton 
Foundation is an additional strength for Hous-
ton’s children and families. This ongoing col-
laboration was and is based on Charles 
Crittenton’s and Dr. Kate Waller Barrett’s be-
lief that the most effective way to address 
compelling national social issues was through 
a network of affiliated independent, local orga-
nizations supported by a national body. 

I am proud of the work The National 
Crittenton Foundation and DePelchin Chil-
dren’s Center continue to do on behalf of vul-
nerable children and families across the state 
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